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LETTERS 


The Donation Came 
by Taxi 


Dear Editor, 

I am a London taxicab owner-driver, 
and I have two of your plaques in the 
rear of my cab. 

To-day one of my customers asked 
me if I would take a donation for your 
Society. I said I would, and he gave 
me a £5 note. I was shocked that he 
gave me so much. I asked him if he 
had enough faith to trust me with £5. 
He said, “I trust all London cabbies. 
They have good characters and cons- 
ciences.”’ 

I was so pleased, both with the 
compliment, and the fact that I knew 
that the plaques were bringing such 
response. I had to tell someone, and 
sO my next customer had to suffer. 
You can imagine how I felt when we 
got to the destination, and my second 
customer gave me another £1 to go 
with the £5! 

Would you be kind enough to send 
me a receipt, so that I can send it to 
the man’s bank? I feel so pleased and 
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‘EVEREST & JENNINGS’ | 
“FOLDING WHEELCHAIRS... 


The Everest & JENNINGS Service does not end 
with the supplying of the World’s finest fold- 
ing wheelchairs. it embraces also the 
complete and comprehensive range of acces- 
in combination with the ex- 
clusively featured wheelchairs, 
greatest material contribution to progress in 
the rehabilitation of the disabled. 
Illustration is the Mayfair 8 in. castor model 
Write for fully illustrated catalogue 
London O 


Zimmer House. 176/8 Brompton Road, S.W.3 


ZIMMER ORTHOPAEDIC LTD 


proud tonight. I hope you are as happy 
with this cheque as I am in sending it. 
Yours sincerely, 
S. W. Mason, 
92, Barmouth Avenue, 
Greenford, Middx. 


A Mother’s Appreciation 


Dear Editor, 

My son has been in residence at the 
Wilfred Pickles School for seven 
months. Already, he has made remark- 
able progress in his education and be- 
haviour. The authorities there have 
found that he has a severe hearing de- 
fect—this was never realised by our 
local medical department—and he 
cherishes the value of a hearing aid 
loaned by the School. 

On my visits to the School, at the be- 
ginning and end of holidays, I have 
noticed how extremely happy the 
children appear, and the obvious love 
of the duty of everyone of the staff. 

While it is impossible for me to effi- 
ciently express my thanks for the grand 
work being so cheerfully done at this 
School, I can give emphasis to it by 
saying that if any parents have any 
doubt about this ‘home from home’, a 
visit there would quickly dispel it. 
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May God give the much-needed 
strength and endurance to every mem- 
ber of the School staff in their con- 
stantly hard and strenuous work for 
our unfortunate youngsters. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Mrs.) JOAN BARNES, 
‘Wellesley’, 

Carlton Rode, Norfolk. 


Accommodation Needed 


Dear Editor, 

I should be very grateful if you 
would permit me to use the N.S.S. 
News as an aid to procure accommoda- 
tion for my husband, myself, and our 
little Spastic girl. 

We are at present living in a very 
damp and inconvenient furnished flat, 
soon due for acquisition by the Coun- 
cil. As our flat is furnished we have 
been told by them that they cannot 
supply us with alternative accommo- 
dation, so we really are in a desperate 
position. 

Even at an exorbitant rent we have 
not been able to find any accommoda- 
tion because of our little girl. 

We desperately require a flat, furni- 
shed or unfurnished, on any floor. 

Yours sincerely 
Mrs. M. DEE, 

15, Oafield Crescent. 
London, N.W.5. 


Children’s Bazaar 


Dear Editor, 

We enclose an account of the bazaar 
we held in aid of Spastics. We have a 
bazaar each year, and we enjoy doing 
it. 

There was much excitement at 
Rhydgaled, Aberystwyth, for a bazaar 
was organised by 10 young children in 
aid of the Spastics. Luckily it was a 
fine day, and neighbours and passers- 
by paused to contribute and buy the 
produce for sale. 

Altogether these children, whose 
names and ages are: Mary Magill, 10. 
Eleanor Schenk, 10, Ann Middlehurst, 
10. Wendy James, 9, Monica Williams, 
10. Susan Kershaw, 9, Angela Cookson, 
11. Christopher Schenk, 7, Richard 
Middlehurst, 7, Susan Reynolds, 9, 
collected £7 7s. 6d. which was sent to 
the Spastic children. : 

We hope that other children will 
copy our idea, and the Spastics will get 
loads of cash. 

Yours sincerely, 

Mary MAGILL (Manager) 

and 

ELEANOR SCHENK 
(Secretary) 

Rhydgaled, Aberystwyth. 
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EACH AND EVERY R | D G WA YS 


EMPTY TEA PACKET 
IS WORTH -— 


EVERY 240 COLLECTED MEANS 


10/- 


TO ANY ORGANISATION OR GROUP 


%* 2,000 FAMILIES SAVING THESE EMPTY PACKETS 
CAN PROVIDE AN ANNUAL INCOME OF £600 TO THE 
ORGANISATION OF THEIR CHOICE. 


PARTICULARS FROM:— RIDGWAYS LTD, 290/314 OLD ST., E.C.1. 
TELEPHONE: SHOREDITCH 8244/5/6/7. 


THIS AMOUNT IS CALCULATED ON NATIONAL RESEARCH FIGURES 
WHICH ESTIMATE THAT THE AVERAGE SIZE FAMILY USES { LB OF TEA 
PER WEEK. 
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OPINION 


In this issue are featured the gifts 
given, in cash and in kind, to the 
Society by a large number of its local 
Groups. What an impressive testimony 
this is to the spontaneous goodwill and 
practical concern they have for the con- 
tinuance of the Society’s national 
work! 


It is a significant step forward. It 
evidences a maturing of our conception 
of our joint réle and responsibilities in 
our common task. It is, we believe, the 
beginning of the breaking down of the 
artificial barrier that has separated us 
into ‘national’ and ‘local’. 


That ‘local’ needs demand the 
highest degree of priority no-one will 
deny. On the other hand, it would be 
equally difficult to deny that the plight 
of Spastics from Cumberland to Corn- 
wall would never have made an impact 
on the social conscience had there not 
been a ‘national’ control-centre to 
direct operations on the broad front. 


But along with this recognition of 
Groups’ generosity, and increased sense 
of co-responsibility, mention must be 
made of the Executive Committee’s 
decision to meet, henceforth, a not 


Our Cover: 


were rescued by bathers. 


Barry has been presented with a letter of commendation from the Barking 
Council. The Mayor, Councillor W. H. Roycraft, made the presentation, com- 
mending Barry for his brave action. He is being recommended for the Royal 
Humane Society award. Barry is a member of the Barking Army Cadet Force, 
whose uniform he was wearing when photographed. He is holding the letter 


of commendation. 


The N.S.S. takes pride in presenting as its cover personality 
13-year old Barry Spurway. of Barking. While he was on holiday Barry, who 
is a Spastic, went to the rescue of an 11-year old girl who was swept into 
the sea at Great Yarmouth. Despite having one disabled arm, he plunged in to 
the water, swam out to her, and supported her beneath the chin until they 


insignificant proportion of the ap- 
proved running costs of local centres. 
This will divert from the national in- 
come even more money than in the past 
to help in the promotion of facilities 
for Spastics in city, town, and village. 

The N.S.S. from the first has been 
conceived as a partnership. As with all 
partnerships it has had its moments of 
disagreement, but never have these 
affected the fundamental relationship 
of the Society and its Groups—a re- 
lationship bonded by a passion born 
of desperate need. 

One of the distinctive features of the 
Society is the fervour with which its 
members have gone to work. Time has, 
however, steadily leavened the fervour 
with greater wisdom. We are wiser in 
our relations with each other, and with 
others outside the Society. 

The drawing together of the ranks is, 
happily, shown in ways other than 
financial. We can, and indeed must, 
draw even closer. This can be done 
without loss of identity. True unity is 
not something that can be attained 
through a written constitution, but 
through adopting the right spirit. We 
are getting nearer the ideal! 
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REPORTING NATIONAL NEWS ABOUT SPASTICS 


Halifax Gift 


For Medical Research 


Halifax and District Group has pre- 
sented a cheque for £200 to N.S.S. 
Headquarters. This is for the medical 
research fund, and is the first Group 
donation-given for this most imrortant 
work. 


Best Foot Forward 


Penny piles turn up in the oddest 
places. One which has just been dis- 
mantled, and handed over the Norfolk 
and Norwich Group, had been erected 
in the surgery of a chiropodist. In three 
months his patients had built a thirty 
inch pile worth £12. The penny pile 
was the chiropodist’s idea. He also 
furthers the interests of the N.S.S. by 
prominently displaying the NSS. 
News in his waiting room. 


15 Spastics in Coach Blaze 


Fifteen of the Spastic children who 
attend the occupation centre at New 
Ferry, near Birkenhead, had an event- 
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ful journey recently. The driver, hear- 
ing a crash, looked in his driving mirror 
and saw flames coming out from the 
side of the coach. 


With the help of a nurse in the 
coach, all the children were lifted out 
safely, and police officers helped to take 
them to a nearby house for shelter 
from the torrential rain, Many of the 
children can only walk with difficulty. 
Their calm and good behaviour was 
praised by the coach driver. 


1,500 Attend Birtenshaw 
Garden Party 


Although the day was far from wel- 
coming, nearly 1,500 people attended 
the Birtenshaw Hall School garden 
party. Torrential rain and the bus 


N.S.S Annual 


General Meeting 


The National Spastics Society’s 
annual general meeting will be held 
on the 28th September at County 


y Hall, Westminster. The Chairman of 


the London County Council, R. 
McKinnon Wood, Esq., will open 
the day’s proceedings at 10.45 a.m. 

The Rt. Hon. Hilary A. Mar- 
quand, M.A., D.Sc., M.P., (Minister 
of Pensions 1948/51, Minister of 
Health 1951) will address the mem- 
bers in the afternoon after . the 
formal business of the meeting — 
election of officers and Executive 
Committee and resolutions — has 
been completed. 


The entranced young people seen here with Richard (“Mr. Pastry”) Hearne, 
met him at Coombe Farm Spastics Centre. He went down to meet some of the 
Spastic residents, and was so impressed with what he saw, decided, then and 
there, that the royalties of his new book ‘Mr. Pastry’s Annual’ should be 
presented to the N.S.S. to further the work being done. : 


Courtesy The Star 


When he_ visited Coombe 
Farm, Mr, Pastry joined in as 
fully as possible with the resi- 
dents in the workshop. He 
tackled some weaving (result— 
a catastrophic tangle), a stool 
seat (result—the same, only 
more so), some cooking (result 
—you can imagine)—but he did 
TRY! Then he went out into the 
garden and inspected the pota- 
toes one of the boys had tended. 
(No damage reported). 


The residents, as can be real- 
ised, greatly appreciated his visit, 
and Richard Hearne was deeply 
impressed by all he saw. He 
announced later that all charity 
engagements he accepts’ in 
future will be specifically to help 
Spastics. 


‘Mr. Pastry’s Annual’ is now 
on sale at all booksellers, priced 
at 7s. 6d. The royalties for every 
copy sold are to be handed to 
the N.S.S. 
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strike combined to make garden party 
festivities a headache for the 
organisers, and a further disappoint- 
ment came when Bob Monkhouse was 
prevented, by an attack of food poison- 
ing, from officially opening the event. 

At the brief opening ceremony, Mr. 
W. Sheppard said that the money 
raised at the garden party would help 
towards the Hall, and that the Com- 
mittee also wished to start a clinic for 
young children to prepare them for the 
time when 
they came to 
school. 

The visitors 
were able to 
look over the 
School and 
see examples 
of the work 
done by the 
children. 


‘Wizard’ 
Outing 


Thirty - two 
Spastic child- 
ren from the 
Percy Hedley 
School were 
given a day’s 
outing by 
members o f 
the Sergeants’ 
Mess at Ack- 
lingtonR.A.F. 
Station. First 
they went to 
Whitley Bay 
to play on the 
beach, then 
on to a hotel 
for lunch, and 
finally back to 
the Station 
for a_ flying 
display and 
cinema show. 
Tea was pro- 
vided in the 
Sergeants’ Mess, and the children re- 
ceived a brooch in the shape of R.A.F. 
wings as a momento of this occasion. 


Help from a 


Breathless Lady 


A shock for Mrs. Walls of Heald 
Green. She offered to give a coffee 
morning to raise funds for the Man- 
chester Group, and casually asked how 
much it wanted to raise. The answer 
rendered her quite speechless, for the 
calm reply was “£30,000”. 
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Mention of the amount rather took 
her breath away, but as she knew that 
any money raised would go towards a 
clinic for Spastic children, set about 
organising the coffee morning, with a 
bring-and-buy sale thrown in for good 
measure. 


Cheque for Tees-side 


The Vice-Chairman of the Tees-side 
Group, Mr. S. Heseltine, was recently 
presented with a cheque for £141 by 


Courtesy Western Evening Herald 

The children at the Plymouth School for Spastic children at 

Trengweath hugely enjoy their open day, when parents and 

guests visited the school. Among the visitors was the Lord 

Mayor, Alderman Leslie F. Paul, who is President of the 
Plymouth Group. 


the Chairman of the Lions Social Club 
in West Hartlepool. This money has 
been raised by members of the Club, 
and the Excelsior Road Party, and will 
go towards the centre the Group hopes 
to build. 


Hopes for Swindon Centre 


Speaking at a Townswomen’s Guild 
meeting at Penhill, Mrs. M. E. Carter 
told of the Swindon Group’s aim to 
build a centre for Spastic children. She 
said that of the £2,000 raised, about 


£250 had been collected in halfpennies 
by a man employed in a Swindon fac- 
tory. He collected from his workmates. 


Mrs. Carter also mentioned that 
there were parents of Spastic children 
in the town who were not members of 
the Group, but she hoped that when 
the centre was built they, too, would 
come forward. 


Students’ Work Camp 
at Irton Hall 


Twenty students, members of the 
Carlisle Students Association, formed a 
work camp between August 25th and 
September 7th at Irton Hall. Much re- 
construction, particularly | wooden 
fences and path-laying, was needed and 
the students decided that they would 
make this their donation to Irton Hall. 


It was estimated that the work 
the students did saved the N.SS. 
about £800. It may be remembered 
that last year the Carlisle Students 
raised £300 during their Rag Week for 
Spastics. As there was no Rag Week 
this year they are contributing in kind. 


£718 from Penny Piles 


At the annual meeting, the 
Treasurer of Bradford Group, Mr. J. 
W. Hall, mentioned that over £718 had 
been collected during the year from 
piles of pennies in pubs. 


Parents Can Stay at School 


A spare bedroom is to be provided 
for parents at Talbot House, the 
Derbyshire Education Committee’s 
special school for Spastic children. 


An official of the County Council 
announced this recently, and said that 
parents could stay and learn how to 
continue the treatment their children 
received, at home during the holidays. 
Some parents, he said, reacted by 
showing their handicapped children ex- 
treme affection, and protecting them. 
The school could show them how to 
encourage the children to try and 
do things for themselves. A charge to 


- parents who use the accommodation is 


being worked out. 


South Shields 


Committee Forms 


An executive committee has been 
formed within the new South Shields 
Spastic Children’s Welfare Association. 
This organisation is sponsored by the 
South Shields Council of Social Service. 
The new association had its beginnings 
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in small social gatherings so that the 
Spastics could meet and play with non- 
handicapped children. 

Eventually the Association hopes to 
have its own headquarters opening 
each day, where mothers can leave 
their children in the care of trained 
voluntary helpers. 


Progress in Northampton 


At the annual meeting of the North- 
ampton and County Group the 
Chairman, Councillor F. Thompkins, 
said that he felt confident in saying 
that consolidation had been made 
locally. “We are at least.” he said, 
“one step nearer our ambition in the 
establishment of a home in this area 
to accommodate the Spastic who is 
deemed ineducable.” Councillor 
Thompkins said they could also claim 
good progress in the provision of 
special equipment for Spastics to use 
in their homes. 


Manchester Health 
Committee Agrees 


The application made by the Man- 
chester and District Group of the N.S.S. 
to the Manchester Divisional Health 
Committee to be registered as a charity 
(reported in the July issue) has been 
considered and agreed upon. 

The matter was deferred from the 
last meeting of the Committee so that 
Dr. A. S. Simpson could ask the advice 
of the county council. Councillor Mrs. 
B. F. Wignall, chairman of the Com- 
mittee, said she interpreted the reply 
to Dr. Simpson, which he read to the 
meeting, as a suggestion not to refuse 
the Society’s application. 

Councillor Mrs. Wignall said that 
the Society’s secretary should, how- 
ever, be informed of the county’s work 
for Spastics, and mentioned that the 
schools for Spastic children are doing 
a good job. 


16,000 Tickets 


£160 has been added to Bedford 
Group’s funds, the proceeds of a Grand 
Holiday Draw. 16,000 tickets were 
sold, and 35 prizes were distributed, 
all gifts donated to the Group. 


The « Secret Three’ 


A donation from three little girls, 
calling themselves the ‘Secret Three’ 
Pat, aged 11, Margaret, aged 10, and 
Susan, aged 9—is among the many re- 
ceived from North Staffordshire people 
who are collecting for the North 
Staffordshire Spastics Centre fund. In a 
letter Pat wrote from 96, Newcastle 
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Road, Talke, accompanying the 10s. 
gift, she said, “We earned this money 


Spastic is Industrial 


Liaison Officer 

Mr. W. M. C. Hargreaves, the 
only Spastic on the Executive Com- 
mittee of the N.S.S., has been 
temporarily relieved of his responsi- 
bilities. He has been appointed 


Industrial Liaison Officer to the 


Society. His employers, Stewarts & 


Lloyds—the famous Northampton- 
shire steelworks—have generously 
granted him 6 months leave so that 
he can tackle his task. 

Mr. Hargreaves’s new job is to 
make known throughout the country 
the fact that many Spastics are well 
able to do a good job of work in 
factory, office, or workshop, and are 
eager to begin. He will tour the 
entire country, and will talk to em- 
ployees and employers alike, demon- 
strating with films and facts that 
Spastics can make a_ genuinely 
useful addition to their labour force. 

The choice of Mr. Hargreaves for 
this pioneering job is obviously 
appropriate, representing as he does 
one of the best known examples of 
victory over severe handicav. His 
courage and drive have earned him 
several resvonsible jobs as wartime 
head of a Y.M.C.A., and latterly in 
the drawing office of Stewarts & 
Lloyds. 


by giving a garden party. It isn’t very 
much, but we are sure the Spastics will 
be pleased”. 


The £2,000 target of the fund is to 
equip a house in Jasper Street, Hanley, 
as a Clinic for Spastics. In two months 
the £600 mark has been passed, and 
an all-out drive is in progress to raise 
the remaining £1,400. 


Prested Ha!! 
Prize Winner 


Prize-winner at a Kelvedon, Essex, 
show was 29-year old Spastic Gordon 
Mellor, a Prested Hall resident. Gordon 
who has little use in his arms, skilfully 
wove, with his toes, the scarf which 
won him third prize. He has been at 
Prested Hall since March, and is receiv- 
ing speech therapy to help him over- 
come his severe speech handicap. 


Free T.V. for 
Dudley Spastics 


A free television set is offered by the 
Dudley and District Spastics Group to 
any local Spastic who cannot afford to 
buy one. Application should be made 
by letter to the Group’s Secretary: Mr. 
H. Sutton, “Wyndways”, Elizabeth 
Grove, Oakham. 


Expert Spastic’s 
Work Exported 


A padded work-basket, made by an 
adult Spastic attending the Bramley 
Hill Centre, is now on its way to 
America, It was one of many items 
made by Spastics which aroused the 
public’s interest at the Slough Holiday 
Carnival recently. 


The Slough and District Spastics 
Welfare Society’s stand attracted many 
visitors, and trade was brisk. Drawings 
by Spastic children, and in particular a 
flower painting by Elizabeth Bowers, 
were much admired. 


Yard of Ale 


Nearly 200 years ago the “yard of 
ale” glass was first used in this country, 
and the Pier Hotel, Canning Street, 
Birkenhead, is reviving the custom in 
aid of Spastic children. In appearance, 
it is like a large test-tube, with a large 
mouth and a bowl at the bottom of it. 


This object d’art has aroused con- 
siderable interest among customers 
who vie one another in friendly com- 
petition to see who can finish a full 
glass in the shortest time, the specta- 
tors’ fee being 1d each person. 


Although the champion “yard of ale” 
drinker has yet to be proclaimed, over 
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£18°18s. has already’ been ‘¢collectéd. It 
is “planned to give’ Spastic children 
either’ a coach outing, or a visit to a 
pantomime, out of the money raised. 


Sherrards Road-crossing 


The County Surveyor of Hertford- 
shire has a road-safety problem to 
solve. The Welwyn (Herts) Rural 
Council have asked him what steps 
should be taken to safeguard trainees 
from Sherrards who have to cross the 
Great North Road, either in wheel- 
chairs or on crutches, on their way to 
the centre. 


Highland Fling 
In Tunbridge Wells 


In full Highland dress, members of 
the local Scottish Association gave an 
exhibition of Reels and Strathspeys at 
a country and square dance party or- 
ganised in aid of the Tunbridge Wells 
Area Group’s funds. The recent bus- 
strike, and bad weather, did not 
prevent a record attendance, and the 
dancing went with a fine fling. 


In Memory 


Daresbury Hall has been presented 
with a very lovely coffee table in 
memory of a Spastic girl. On her recent 
death, friends collected money for this 
purpose instead of sending flowers to 
her family. This gesture is greatly 
appreciated by the N.S.S. and the girl, 
whose name her family wishes to 
remain anonymous, will always be 
remembered. 


** Christine ’’ Collects 


The appeal of “Christine’’, the collect- 
ing doll, has touched the hearts of 
Southend’s people, and its visitors. 
Over £280 has been collected so far, 
and in order to meet the constant pub- 
lic generosity, four collecting dolls are 
needed. One, at the Kursaal, has 
already collected over £162. 


Sugar Ship for Spastics 


A striking display, which is raising 
funds for the Isle of White Spastics 
centre, is a galleon in full sail designed, 
and made entirely of icing sugar, by 
Mr. C. H. England. 

Patissier to the Galleon Restaurant, 
where the galleon is on show, Mr. 
England is a keen worker for Spastics. 
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An Angle on Publicity — 


by our Adviser 


With the Christmas Seals Campaign, 
from which the Society draws its very 
life-blood, beginning soon, it is essen- 
tial that Groups should try to obtain 
as much favourable publicity as 
possible. All newspaper stories which 
mention Spastics, or the work of the 
N.S.S., help to increase our goodwill. 
Groups should be constantly on the 
look-out for news items for their local 
papers. 


Possibilities 
Our Public Relations experts are 
constantly approaching magazines, 


newspapers and periodicals to publi- 
cise, directly or indirectly, the work of 
the N.S.S., and their results are there 
for all to see. There is, however, much 
that Groups can do. For example, pro- 
vided it is expertly handled by those 
who can see possibilities, a compara- 
tively small incident can often arouse 
considerable interest, and remind the 
public of the need for funds to main- 
tain our centres. 

The following three examples show 
how comparatively unimportant items 


with a good news twist will be followed 
up by mass circulation papers. A Lon- 
don taxi-driver, who has a “Please Help 
Spastics” plaque in his cab, was handed 
a £5 note. (See page 2). 

Surprised the driver asked, “Do you 
trust me so much?” Back came the 
reply “I trust all London cabbies.” The 
London ‘Star’ featured this compliment 
to cabbies in a three-column story. It 
mentioned the N.S.S. and included 


a photograph of the plaque. The Sun- 
day Express (circulation 34 million) 
followed this up with an editorial on 
the donation, which mentioned Spas- 
tics. 

Everybody in Britain must now know 
that Dr. Stevens, our Director, wants 
his five daughters to have German 
Measles before they are married, thus 
reducing the chance of catching the in- 
fection in pregnancy, with the risk that 
their children might be Spastic. This 
aroused tremendous interest, and was 
widely reported. It all began by a 
casual reference at a small local meet- 
ing. Most of the large mass circulation 
newspapers referred to Dr. Stevens’s 
position in the N.S.S. and brought home 
to the public the fact that any parent 
could have a Spastic child. 


Send Stories 

When the Society’s Public Relations 
representatives heard that Winifred 
Derbyshire at Prested Hall had won a 
county weaving championship, they - 


Courtesy Daily Express 
Photographers at the home of N.S.S. Director, Dr. C. P. Stevens. 


were able to arouse the interest of the 
Daily Herald. The well-known feature 
writer, Victor Thompson, presented a 
three-column story, framing the work 
of the Society and of Prested Hall. 

Every Group must have many stories 
which would interest people outside 
their own locality. Please send these 
to the General Secretary who can pass 
them to the Society’s Public Relations 
Department. 
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GROUP DONATIONS TO N:S:S. 


During the last financial year many’! 


Groups have, in addition to caring for 
the Spastics in their own areas, made 
generous donations to the N.SS. 
General Fund, and to the national 
centres. Some of them bear the cost of 
running a local centre themselves, but 
have still been sufficiently aware of the 
national need to make these donations. 


The grand total of donations made 
by Groups, to Headquarters for general 
purposes, for national centres, or direct 
to the centres themselves, amounted to 
£20,968 14s. 4d. for the financial year 
ending 5th April, 1957. This does not 
include gifts in kind. During this 
period the gross running costs of the 
Society’s nine national schools and 
centres (this includes Daresbury Hall 
not yet opened) as distinct from capital 
expenditure, was £134,838. 


Group Donations 
to Headquarters 
for General Purposes 


Sr: Saad: 
Nottingham District 
Cripples Guild “Friends 
of Spastics Group” ... 504 Ox-.0 
Medway Towns Branch 
of the N.S.S. 100 0 O 
Central Surrey Groupe 50% 0: 0 
Northampton & a 
Branch of N.SS. is 60 S0tr 0 
Ludlow Group _... a0 OF 0 
Hitchin & Dist. Friends 
of Spastics ee, ob a 400 0 0 
Huddersfield Group 2 IO. 05.-0 
Bishop’s Stortford 
Group, Herts. Spastics 
Site See ee een 100 0 0 
Colchester & District 
SEU aces 200 9 O 
Ilford & District Branch 
OPE cad. Mea tis. 50 0 O 
Halifax & District eee 
tiess Groups ,..svet 500350 
Kettering Group Pe 86 11 5 
Essex Group tbe BL ee sgl 
Shrewsbury & ae 
Spastics Group ss by ta) 
Surrey mPeesouahsh Com- 
mittee 5 144 10 9 
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Group Donations 
to Headquarters 


for National Centres 
COOMBE FARM CENTRE 

South West London & ED col, Coeeeage B 
District Group Metal). 9 O 


CRAIG-Y-PARC SCHOOL 


Cardiff & District Spas- 


tics Association 400 0 O 


DARESBURY HALL CENTRE 


Warrington & District 
Group of the Welfare of 


Spastics 500 0 O 
HAWKSWORTH HALL CENTRE 
Bradford & District 

Branch of N.S.S. ... 2,000 10 O 
Pontefract & District 

Spastics Association 300 0 0 
Halifax & District Bier 

tics Group in 300 0 O 


IRTON HALL SCHOOL 


Cumberland, Westmor- 
land & Furness Spastics 


BOCICiV Termes 0c. | ae Ue Oe 
SHERRARDS CENTRE 

North West London 

Group .. Rg eae 500 0 0 
Hertfordshire Spastics 

Society ... tebe 00 0 0 
Group Donations 
Direct to 


National Centres 
DARESBURY HALL CENTRE 


Warrington & District Lisa 
Group for the Welfare 
of Spastics ... 2oOre OF¢0 
Sale, Altrincham & Dist. 
Group .. 12535: 0107.0 
Lancashire & Cheshire 
Association ... 347 10 6 
Blackburn & District 
Group ... 7003040 
Oldham & District Spas- 
tics Society, -..: 100 0 O 
Halifax & District Spas- 
tics Group ; 2005. 00.0 


HAWKSWORTH HALL SCHOOL 


Barnsley & District As- Pisa: 

sociation of N.S.S. ets On 

Halifax & District Spas- 

tics; Groupy \.3. 0/0 On) 

Sheffield & District Spas- 

tics Society pomersn: 1.000 «07.0 

Tees-side Parents and 

Friends of Spastics _.... 2 nO 

Bradford & District 

Branch of N.S.S. .... 200: 20540 

Corby & District Group 100 0 O 

Oldham & District ae 

tics Society 100 0 0O 

IRTON HALL SCHOOL 

Halifax & Dist. Group 200 0 0 

PRESTED HALL CENTRE 

Stamford Branch of 

IN Sg. 34 Lela lee sees. 4: 25 1050 

Colchester & District 

eee Sea oD AL) 7 
: 4 

SHERRARDS CENTRE 

Hertfordshire Spastics 

Society ... ees. te 2,732 Lae O 

THOMAS DELARUE SCHOOL 

Tunbridge Wells Area 

Group of N.S.S. hp 8 al 


Group Donations 
in Kind to 
National Centres 


COOMBE FARM CENTRE 


Barnsley & District Association of 
N.S.S. 


CRAIG-Y-PARC SCHOOL 


Cardiff & District Spastics 
Association 


PRESTED HALL CENTRE 


Essex Group 
East London Group 
East Herts. Group 


THOMAS DELARUE SCHOOL 


Jersey Branch of N.S.S. 
Medway Towns Branch of N.S.S. 


WILFRED PICKLES SCHOOL 


Peterborough & District Group 
Stamford Branch of N.S.S. 
South East London Group of N.S.S. 
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NEWS FROM THE GROUPS 


NORFOLK AND NORWICH 


Publicity is a remarkable thing 
sometimes. Quite recently the Norwich 
Group was presented with a 4-5 berth 
caravan for which a local firm had no 
further use. It had served as temporary 
office accommodation. 

This gift was gratefully acknow- 
ledged in the local press, together with 
the information that when a site could 
be found it would be used to provide 
holiday accommodation for Spastics. 
Within 24 hours of the paragraph 
appearing, a site had been offered free 
by Mr. F. W. Samuel, proprietor of 
the Eastward Ho Carapark, Bacton, 
near Cromer, on the Norfolk Coast. 
Mr. Samuel was a former Chairman of 
the Leicester Group. 


SOUTH WEST SURREY 


At a recent committee meeting 
which Mr. Langley and I attended, it 
was Clear that a ‘five-day week,’ centre 
is needed, as more children are coming 
along. The West Surrey and Hants. 
Group which borders on South West 
Surrey is willing to give financial sup- 
port in this connection, and it is pro- 
posed to set up a joint management 
committee. 

At a round table discussion between 
Group representatives, Dr. Southar 
(Surrey M.O.H.), and Mr. James, 
Surrey Director of Education. at which 
Mr. Langley and I were also present, 
it was clear that the County Authorities 
are prepared to help in every way pos- 
sible. However, suitable buildings, or 
pieces of land for building, are very 
very hard to find. The Group is hoping 
that local press publicity on this point 
may produce something. 


CANNOCK CHASE 


Here in the South Staffordshire Coal- 
field, a Group has been started as the 
result of a joke. The Chairman, Mr. 
Chidgey, told me the story when I 
went over to Rugeley to meet the 
Committee. I was not a little surprised 
to learn that our meeting would be held 
in the Comrades and United Services 
Club in Bow Street, and had a -very 
warm reception from Mr. Perry, the 
Secretary and the other officers. 

It wasn’t long before I was plied with 
liquid refreshment, and then I heard 
the story of how the Group started. It 
seems several members of the Club 
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Reported 
by 
George Lauder 


had a friendly agreement to fine each 
other a few “coppers” if a swear word 
passed their lips, and again if they ever 
found themselves with two “pints” on 
the table at any one time. 


ACTIVE COMMITTEE 

Very soon the “coppers”? mounted up 
to shillings, and the shillings to 
pounds. So much so, that the money 
became an embarrassment, for no one 
knew what to do with it until some 
bright lad said “What about giving it 
to the Spastics.” So they contacted our 
good friends of the North Staffs. Group 
at Stoke, 

The outcome of all this is a very 
active Committee working for all 
Spastics in South Staffordshire, and 
already they are affiliated to the N.SS. 
The bank balance will be over the £100 
by now, I am sure. I hope to hear 
much more about this, our newest 
Group. 


GRIMSBY 


The Grimsby Group held its 
A.G.M. in the Town Hall, and its 
reports were very interesting and en- 
couraging. Ald. M. Quinn, J.P., last 
year’s Mayor, was in the chair. I was 
particularly pleased to meet again the 
very hard working Secretary, Mr. Fred 
Sturman. 

He took me along to see the Spastic 
Centre in Watkin Street. It is held three 
mornings a week from 9.30 a.m. to 
11.30 a.m. in the Grimsby Child Wel- 
fare Centre, kindly lent free by the 
authorities. Six children attend 
regularly, three from the city and three 
from the outlying districts. Ambulance 
transport is provided for the latter, and 
over the year the average attendance 
is 98 per cent. No transport is provided 


for the others, and the mothers have 
to come with the children. The atten- 
dance in these cases is significantly 
lower, at 56 per cent. 

Mrs. McNichol, the physiotherapist, 
works very hard with all the children, 
and has quite a lot of useful equipment. 
In the playroom there are several 
special chairs, sandtrays and standing 
tables. The mothers help to look after 
the children, who, like most Spastics, 
look forward very much to these morn- 
ing sessions where they can play to- 
gether. The total cost of this centre 
is very modest indeed, at under £500 
a year. 


LINCOLN 


I have recently made some new 
contacts in Lincoln, and I hope that it 
may be possible very soon to report 
a new Group. We have long needed 
a Group in Central Lincoln to link 
North and South. 


OLD FRIENDS FROM 
BRIDGWATER 


I was able to renew acquaintance 
with Mr. and Mrs. Wells who were the 
founders of the Bridgwater Group. 
They live and work now at Amesbury, 
in Wiltshire. They tell me they miss 
their work for Spastics very much, and 
are always very happy to hear of new 
developments. 

Their Spastic boy attends a hospital- 
supported Spastic Day Unit in Salis- 
bury, and he is one of eight children 
who are making excellent progress. I 
also had time to call on Mrs. 
Wastnidge at Longport who was also a 
good worker for the Bridgwater Group. 
Her son is now doing well at Craig- 
y-Parc. 
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SCHOOLS AND CENTRES 


Annual Report 
From Prested Hall 


The year under review is a very 
important one. It began with the con- 
sciousness that success was not only a 
quiet hope, but an absolute essential. 
This was to be the first full year, with a 
maximum of 30 residents, a full staff, 
and a complete treatment schedule. 

The success of Prested Hall as a 
centre was but one _ consideration. 
More important was the fact that the 
treatment of all adult Spastics would be 
determined by the 1956-57 results. 

The life of the centre grew in every 
way. The sense of community im- 
proved and deepened. The inspiration 


towards increased physical and 
emotional expression was always 
present. 


Outlook Broadened 


A steady stream of visitors stimu- 
lated the residents into new relation- 
ships, and the frequent excursions, and 
regular attendance at churches in the 
village, have broadened the outlook of 
every resident. The local interest and 
support have increased. 

The most important development 
however, has been in the all-round 
improvement in every resident. This is 
becoming obvious even to visitors and 
other members of the public, and is 
commented upon quite freely in the 
locality. 

During the year we were successful 
in placing two women with Yately 
Industries Limited, and three men were 
transferred to Sherrards Training 
Centre. Their places were taken by five 
Spastics who cannot be regarded as 
likely to be employable. 


Serious Speech Defects 


We ended the year with eleven 
heavily handicapped, seven who could 
walk with some kind of aid, and twelve 
who could walk with sticks or crutches. 
Thirteen of the thirty have serious 
speech defects. The average age at the 
centre is 33. 

Some first-class work has been done 
in the occupational therapy devartment, 
and we were awarded the Gold Star 
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for the best piece of work done by a 
handicapped person at the exhibition 
for Essex County. Throughout the year 
there has been a very real acknow- 
ledgement of the value of physio- 
therapy, and the residents themselves 
have been most co-operative in all 
treatment prescribed by the consultant. 

The general improvement secured 
has enabled quite a number to go to 
town under their own steam, have a 


Looking across the natural stream 


Prested Hall. 


night at the cinema, supper in a res- 
taurant, and return home without escort 
or help of any kind. This was a new 
experience to all of them, and is one of 
the most important features of the im- 
provement made. 

During the year we began a system 
of payment to residents for certain 
work done. Washing up their own 
dishes, cleaning the dining room and 
therapy block, are the main jobs, and £2 
per week was shared out between those 
taking part. Small sums were earned 
by those making articles for sale in the 
occupational therapy department. 

A residents committee met monthly, 
and was a useful help in the running 
of the centre. Simple rules like ‘no 
smoking in the dining room’, and ‘time 
for lights out’, are made much more 
effective if proposed by the residents 
themselves. The use of T.V., and selec- 


tion of parties for an outing is made 


their own affair, and gives a sense of 
responsibility. More important, it 
accords them a little authority. 

With very few exceptions. the resi- 
dents are kept busy from 9-5 with the 


este grmacemer cere creme 


various kinds of therapy. In addition to 
this, there are two evening classes a 
week on reading and writing, and 
towards the end of the year an arith- 
metic class was run for a small group 
of residents by Loggie Wood, a resi- 
dent himself. In addition to this, 
surgical boots, splints, wheel chairs, 
dental care, X-rays when required, eye- 
tests and repair of spectacles, and the 
general physical well-being of the resi- 
dents have been secured. 


Our relationships with welfare 
authorities have been good, and we 
have found them most co-operative. 
The fee charged is now £338 per year, 
and it would appear that most 
authorities _be- 
lieve they are 
having good 
value. We also 
have active co- 
operation from 
the." E.s/s7eex 
County Educa- 
tion Authority 
who pay for the 
teacher _ taking 
the evening 
classes. 


We have had 
many gifts of 
books through- 
out the year, and have built up 
quite a pleasant library. In addition to 
this, the County Council supplies us 
with 100 books changeable every 
quarter, and books for play reading, 


which flows by 


and special purposes, .are made 
available. Also, we enjoy a Red 
Cross Library Service which we 


encourage because of the weekly atten- 
dance of two librarians. They not only 
record the use of books, but take a 
personal interest in the residents. 


International Visitors 


There have been several staff 
changes throughout the year, but apart 
from the early weeks when we were 
extremely short-handed, we have been 
able to replace house-parents and 
domestics as and when required. The 
situation with regard to _ physio- 
therapists is not so good, and for the 
last quarter of the year we have 
worked short-handed. 

Of several outstanding events during 
the year, one was the visit from an 
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International Delegation of Doctors. 
This visit did much to encourage us to 
feel justified in the work we are 
doing. 

Applications have been made from 
university students studying social 
work, psychology and therapy, for the 
opportunity to work at the centre, and 
this has been encouraged. A good deal 
of valuable assistance has also been 
given by such students. 


Kitchen Installed 


A shop is run for the sale of 
cigarettes and sweets, and sales amount 
to £300 per year. A utilibus and van 
are in frequent use for group excur- 
sions and outings. Many local organ- 
isations invite residents to various 
performances, offering either free 
tickets or reduced rates. 

Among the new — equipment 
installed, apart from domestic equip- 
ment in the Hall. has been the 
occupational therapy kitchen, which 
has been a great success. Residents are 
now able to cook their own lunch. A 
gift of a cine camera is enabling the 
consultant to record a detail of move- 
ments on film which we hope will help 
subsequent treatment. 


Public Support 


The gift of a deep litter poultry 
house has allowed us to extend our 
poultry keeping, and this gives great 
interest to two residents, apart from 
supplying us with eggs. Typewriters 
have been given to the centre for the 
use of residents by various local firms, 
and in addition, various Spastic grouvs 
have given, or loaned, a machine to the 
individual. 

A residential centre is an expensive 
place to run and, with the best will in 
the world, cannot be paid for by wel- 
fare authority fees alone. This makes 
Prested Hall dependant on _ public 
subscriptions, and we are confident 
that, so long as we show results and 
progress, the public will continue to 
support the centre. 


Annexe Required 


The main item for the future is the 
provision of some kind of annexe so 
that we can increase the number of 
residents from 30 to 40. We believe this 
additional number will make the 
centre more of an economic unit. But 
more important still, we believe we 
ought to try to meet the need of adult 
Spastics by providing more pluces for 
them. 
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of the residents are booked up, and 476351. 


Festive Christmas Planned at Arundel 


For those whose Christmas plans are, eagerly anticipating their Christmas 
as yet, uncertain, there is great news holiday. The house will accommodate 
from the Arundel Private Hotel at 20, including helpers, and it is hoped 
Westcliff-on-Sea. The Manageress is that there will be a full house to enjoy 
now accepting bookings for Spastics the festivities. 


and their parents or friends to spen 
a homely Christmas there. Those who wish to know more about 


his splendid offer should contact the 
As several people from Prested Hall t 
spent Summer holidays there, the Manageress, Miss M. Burden, oe 


Christmas bookings, and already eight Westcliff-on- -Sea. Telephone : Southend 


TRIGYGLES 


Norman Cycles for Spastics embody the same features 

of extreme reliability and smooth running, which have 

made every type of Norman Cycle famous throughout 

the world. These special models are already supplied 

in some cases, through the Ministry of Health. Full 

details will gladly be given on application to the 
address below 


cycles 


4 COMPANY OF THE @ CYCLE DIVISION 
NORMAN CYCLES LTD., ASHFORD, KENT 
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COMMITTEE COMMENTS 


TWO FIRSTS | 

Some mention was made a little 
time ago of a ‘Domestic Conference’. 
This was a week-end series of meetings 
during which members of the Execu- 
tive Committee met the several Man- 
agement Committees, the Medical 
Advisory Committee, the Consultants 
and the Heads of schools and centres. 
They got to know each other a little, 
and then went on to discuss common 
problems and so get to know each 
other a little more. 

That Conference was the first of its 
Kind, but it is expected that more will 
be arranged, in spite of obvious diffi- 
culties. Another first-ever event has 
tecently taken place. The Heads of 
schools and centres have also met to 
discuss mutual problems, and Members 
of the Committee were not present on 
that occasion. 

This is surely more evidence that 
everything is being done to put into the 
most efficient practice all the Society’s 
long-held principles, and a_ general 
comment will not be out of place. 


BEGINNINGS 


It is not terribly difficult—even 
though it is rather expensive to collect 
30, 40 or even SO Spastics together 
into one suitable building, with a 
specific purpose in mind; to collect the 
young ones into primary schools, the 
adolescents into secondary schools, the 
still older ones into homes and training 
centres and sheltered workshops. 

The difficulty lies not in taking these 
broad and rather over-simplified steps, 
but in the solution of all complicated 
human problems that inevitably arise 
in making a success of such a project 


with such an unusual population. The 
human element is quite unpredictable, 
so that every possible allowance must 
be made, at every stage, for its infinite 
variety. 

All the problems connected with the 
fundamental actions of eating, drink- 
ing, washing and sleeping have now, in 


by Eric Hodgson 


general, been met and most of their 
practical solutions are to be found 
somewhere within the  Society’s 
experience. Before any school or 
centre is opened, every step shouldhave 
been taken to see that the right answer 
is forthcoming as soon as any question 
is asked. 


PLANS 


Intelligent anticipation, and _ fine 
attention to detail, are the least that 
must be expected in the early planning 
stages. Lessons that have been learnt 
at one centre from the inevitable mis- 
takes of urgency, must be learnt by 
everyone concerned with the setting up 
of any other centre, before it, too, is 
opened. There is no excuse for making 
the same mistake twice within the 
same organisation. 

Emphasis has certainly shifted from 
Urgency to Efficiency, and that now 
means Efficiency from the blue-print 
stage. Specific objectives, like educat- 
ing every Spastic according to his 
ability, carry in themselves their own 
challenging difficulties when hands and 
tongue just won’t behave. These, and 
many other objectives are, however. 


IF YOU 


DO NOT ALREADY RECEIVE THE N:S:S. 


NEWS EACH MONTH AND WISH TO DO SO, PLEASE 
COMPLETE AND FORWARD THIS FORM TO N.S.S. 
HEADQUARTERS. 


N.S.S. News 
SUBSCRIPTION FORM 


To:— The General Secretary, 


National Spastics Society, 28, Fitzroy Square, London, W.1. 
I wish to receive the N.S.S. News monthly for the rest of this 


year*. I enclose 


ee 


8d. each (including postage). 


(BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE) 


NAME (Mr., Mrs., Miss) 
ADDRESS 


* NOTE: 
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shillings for .................. 
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The annua subscription falls due in January. 


copies at 


being successfully reached all over the 
country at the Society’s schools and 
centres, as they settle down to a certain 
measure of routine. 


COMMUNITIES 


But routine, of course, is not enough, 
if that means that every minute of 
every day is planned for all the resi- 
dents as equal members of a com- 
munity. Indeed, the community life it- 
self can be a soul-destroying thing if it 
is planned without sufficient charity. 

Certainly each Spastic must learn to 
adjust his life to that of the community. 
He must be prepared to exchange ideas 
and allow for those who differ. He 
must understand and help all those 
who are more heavily handicapped 
than he is. 

He must develop tolerance to the full 
so that he himself may be tolerated 
first, and then respected and liked for 
his own sake. He must willingly accept 
the fact that much of his life must 
henceforth fit harmoniously into the 
broad scheme of things. 


PERSONS 


But his life must not be completely 
submerged by that of the community. 
Management Committees have been 
given the responsiblity for seeing that 
the work of the school, or centre is 
planned with sufficient co-ordination 
and flexibility to ensure that the best 
interests of each individual, viewed as 
a whole person, are served, rather than 
those of administrative tidiness. 

The community must not ignore the 
individual, and it must not try to 
Squeeze him into a fixed and unaltered 
pattern. It must always be possible to 
have some, at least, of the deeper and 
more personal enjoyments of home, as 
well as the undoubted benefits of the 
community, and this becomes more im- 
portant as the child grows older. 

Indeed one of the criteria, by which 
the success of a community life must 
be measured, is the efficiency and hap- 
piness with which individualism is 
developed inside it. 

These are all things that the heads of 
schools and centres are learning at first 
hand. It is they who have been 
appointed to demonstrate the practical 
application of the Society’s most fund- 
amental principle, that every Spastic 
must be treated as an individual. There 
can be no doubt that these meetings 
will help enormously in the attainment 
of that Ideal. 
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SEVENTH WORLD CONGRESS 
ON THE DISABLED 


‘For Handicapped—Expense is 
Irrelevant’ says Lord Hailsham 


The Seventh World Congress of the 
International Society for the Welfare 
of Cripples was held at Church House, 
Westminster, under the patronage of 
H.M. The Queen. President of the 
Congress was His Grace, the Duke of 
Devonshire, M.C. H.R.H. The Duke 
of Edinburgh attended a_ general 
session during the Congress. Delegates 
came from 43 countries, and problems 
arising from disability were discussed. 
Nearly 1,000 doctors, social workers, 
nurses, therapists, administrators, and 
other professional and lay people 
attended. 


PHILOSOPHY 


The Congress was opened by the Rt. 
Hon. Viscount Hailsham, Q.C., the 
Minister of Education. He said that he 
opened the Congress with the utmost 
pleasure, mentioning its theme—“Plan- 
ning for Victory over Disablement”— 
“and”, he said, “it extends to the Ad- 
vance, Application and Integration of 
Knowledge.” 

Lord Hailsham said that although 
this ranged beyond his departmental 
concern as Minister of Education, the 
delegates’ expert inquiries would also 
cover a field beyond his personal 
knowledge. Therefore his personal con- 
tribution must be limited to topics of 
extreme simplicity. One he mentioned 
was the philosophy underlying the 
treatment of disablement, with special 
reference to the provision of suitable 
educational facilities. 


A FULL LIFE 


“The object of all our treatment of 
the disabled.” Lord Hailsham said, “is 
the provision, within society, of a life 
so full and competent in the aspects 
of life untouched by the individual’s 
peculiar handicap, as to render the 
whole life of the disabled person as full 
and normal as possible.” He went on 
to say, “The philosophy of our own 
systems of education, health, and re- 
settlement and training, is to make this 
provision in conformity with need, ir- 
respective of the individual’s ability 
to pay.” 

He also believed, Lord Hailsham 
said, that the aim of this philosophy 
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was a matter of expediency as well as 
principle. 

He was thinking primarily of the 
physically handicapped or disabled 
when he spoke that day, but felt it was 
worth saying that many people, if not 


Courtesy Messrs. Elliott & Fry 


Lord Hailsham at 
the Congress. 


all, differed from the handicapped in 
degree, and not in kind, for everyone 
had their own disabilities. One of the 
objects of education was to help over- 
come these, to enable everyone to play 
a satisfying a part in normal life as 
could be achieved. 

The education of the handicapped 
differed from this in degree, but not in 
kind. Lord Hailsham said that the 
deepest of human needs, especially for 
children and those who felt themselves 
insecure in normal adult society, was 
the need for love, sense of security, of 
being wanted, and of having a worth- 
while object for one’s own love. He 
pointed out that in this the handicap- 
ped did not differ from the normal, but 
for them its fulfilment was more 
difficult. 


REACTION 

This need, he said, was even more 
important for the handicapped who, 
sometimes showed to society a kind of 


hostility and resentment, which was 
partly reaction to society’s generosity 
and patience being exhausted before 
results were achieved. 

Lord Hailsham said, “The first prin- 
ciple in dealing with the handicapped, 
therefore, is to recognise the right to 
as good education, or training, or 
treatment, as they can be given, 
whether in the schools or adult centres, 
and for this purpose the greater diffi- 
culty and expense is to be treated as 
irrelevant.” 

The second principle to which Lord 
Hailsham referred was nature’s re- 
action to disablement, which was the 
desire for normality and independence 
—a healthy reaction, to be fostered. 
He said that everyone dealing with 
handicapped people became aware that 
they resented being treated as abnor- 
mal, were fiercely determined to do 
what they could for themselves, and 
even resented well-meant sympathy. 


DISADVANTAGE 


“This is the second cardinal prin- 
ciple,” said Lord Hailsham. “This is 
why, where possible, the policy in this 
country is to educate the handicapped 
in ordinary schools, with only such 
adjustments as are necessary to meet 
the needs of the particular handicap.” 

He said that in distinguishing handi- 
capped people from the normal, only 
in degree and not in kind, he was not 
making light of severe handicap. For 
even when society had fully accepted 
the philosophy mentioned earlier, it 
would always be a disadvantage to 
suffer from a disability limiting the 
free choice of a career. The disadvant- 
age was, he said, in some respects, 
greater when the disability was com- 
bined with above-average qualities of 
mind, since the mind might point the 
way where the body could not follow. 


TWO COMPENSATIONS 


Lord Hailsham said that for those 
who knew themselves to be severely 
handicapped—particularly for those 
who had never known any other con- 
dition—nature had two big compen- 
sations: the desire for independence, 
and acceptance of the limitations im- 
posed uvon them. These, he said, were 
aids to living which many who did not 
suffer from noticeable handicaps would 
like to acquire; aids which were ready 
to the hand of those whose special care 
it was to treat, educate, or train the 
disabled. 

It was the business, Lord Hailsham 
said, of these ‘helpers’ to foster and 
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direct the natural desire for independ- 
ence, to minimise physical limitations 
and the awareness of them, which was, 
perhaps, the greatest obstacle to 
acceptance. This dual aim was attained, 
not by ignoring the handicaps, or 
treating them as less serious than they 
were, but by accepting their existence 
and pointing the way to a full life. 


Lord Hailsham said that he acknow- 
ledged that this task could only be 
undertaken as a labour of love, and it 
was worth saying that few tasks were 
more difficult and exacting, and though 
sometimes frustrating, were more 
ultimately rewarding. 


GENERALISATIONS 


Even when the conscience of society 
was thoroughly aroused to the needs 
of the disabled, Lord Hailsham said, 
misleading generalisations were in- 
dulged in. He said, for example, that 
the view was still widely held that 
handicapped children were also dull. 
Even more widely, society, conscious 
of neglect and stirred by its conscience, 


often lavished sympathy and sentimen-- 


tal attention beyond the necessities, 
and wholly alien to the real desires of 
the handicapped. 


In conclusion, Lord Hailsham said, 
“You whose daily concern is with the 
disabled, know that these attitudes are 
wrong. The needs of the disabled are 
as diverse as their handicaps. The 
handicapped themselves desire neither 
the indifference of society, nor a lavish 
outpouring of attention. They do not 
wish, and they do not require, pity or 
charity, unless these are informed by 
an objective study of their case, and 
not by a mere emotional sympathy. 


PROPER ATTITUDE 


“And this brings me back to my 
starting point. The proper attitude of 
society towards the handicapped must 
be to regard them as full members of 
society, entitled to special considera- 
tion, to the extent that they have 
special needs, but to no greater or 
lesser extent than others whose needs 
are also special. 


“Thus the handicapped are men, 
women, and children, who, like our- 
selves, have individual needs. It is for 
us to meet those needs. But this is only 
another way of saying that all men 
everywhere are individuals, whose legi- 
timate individual needs it is the duty 
at society to recognise and provide 
Of. 
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‘Planning For Victory’ 
Exhibition for Handicapped 


A feature of the Congress of the 
International Society for the Welfare 
of Cripples was an exhibition entitled 
“Planning. for Victory over Disable- 
ment”. This was displayed at Central 
Hall, Westminster, nine countries con- 
tributing, altogether, nearly 70 stalls. 
| The stalls covered a wide range of 
‘subjects, and aspects of work with 
handicapped people. Both associations 
helping the handicapped, and manufac- 
turers of equipment, were well 
represented. 


Foot Control 


Among some of the equipment dis- 
played was an appliance made in New 
Zealand to aid people with no use of 
their arms. It is operated by the feet, 


The bicycle pedal leg exerciser. 


and consists of two foot rests, two 
tubular steel uprights (one of which 
moves inside the other) and two arms 
which are raised, lowered and turned 
by the movement of the feet. 

There are various attachments such 
as knife, fork, spoon, cup-holder and 
‘fingers’ for typing. Many other fittings 
have been made to meet particular 
needs. So far as is known, this 
appliance is made only in New Zealand 
Its price is around £72. 


One firm which specialises in easily- 
operated electric motor chairs has a 


specialised outlook on walking sticks. 
Their sticks are made in light alumin- 
ium with a white plastic handle, and 
are constructed to appear as “equip- 
ment like’ as possible. Thus the user 
will not accept them as an ordinary 
accessory, but will be only too glad 
to learn to walk correctly, in order to 
get rid of them! Also they are more 


likely to be returned after being 
borrowed from a local hospital. 
Bath Seat 


A firm which manufactures a bath 
seat, which enables handicapped people 
to get in and out of a bath unaided, 
also makes adapted toilet seats to fit 
over any usual make. This adapts the 
seat to the correct height for individual 
needs. They also 
have ‘bicycle pedal’ 
leg exercisers — 
which can be used 
from an _ ordinary 
chair — and for 
those whose feet 
won't stay put on 
ordinary pedals 
there are wooden 


foot trays. 
One firm, which 
makes _§ special 


chairs for Spastic 
children, has an en- 
tertaining range of 
wooden screw toys. 
Engines and ‘screw 
men’ which come 
t o ‘pieces, also 
farmyard tray pic- 
tures in which the 
animals will lift out 
and show a plan of 
the farmyard 
underneath. All the 
figures will stand up and have large 
knobs for easy handling. 

This firm has a fascinating work 
bench, too, with wooden spanners, a 
vice, and a hammer. Another device 
which might be useful for a lazy hand, 
is a rubber exercise ball, about 2 inches 
in diameter, with a thumb ring so that 
the ‘lazy handed’ could not drop it. 

On the stall sponsored by the occu- 
pational therapists, there was an in- 
genious nail trimming device—nail 
clippers fitted to a board with a hefty 
wooden handle to operate. It could be 
worked by either forearm or foot. 
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The Feminine Touch — 


MOTHER TO MOTHER 
by MARY WILLIAM 


I dropped in at the Turners last 
week, just in time for ‘elevenses’. Nine- 
year-old Spastic Judy was diligently 
ploughing through her ‘adding and 
takings-away’. She looked up from the 
difficult task of making legible figures 
with her shaking hands, to ask her 
mother a question. To me, a visitor 
who was unfamiliar with her speech, it 
was not very clear. Her mother under- 
stood her but could not answer her 
question. 

“You will have to wait and ask 
Miss Collier when she comes. this 
afternoon,” she said. Judy looked a 
little dismayed, and her mother 
explained, “She always has such a long 
list to ask her teacher, as she only 
comes twice a week.” 


Sufficient Progress? 


Judy is a moderately handicapped 
athetoid. She is a bright, intelligent 
child who is beginning to walk. Her 
hand movements, and her speech, are 
still difficult. She is receiving therapy 
once a week at the clinic of the local 
hospital, and receiving her education 
from a home teacher. 

Although it has been suggested to 
her mother on occasions that the little 
girl might make more progress at a 
residential school, her mother is loathe 
to let her go. Judy is an only child, and 
her mother has built her life around 
her. 

With her mother as her constant 
companion Judy is nevertheless rather 
a lonely little girl. She cannot play 
very satisfactorily with the children in 
the neighbourhood, and although her 
mother tries sometimes to cajole them 
in to play with her daughter’s expensive 
collection of toys, they soon go back to 
their games of hopscotch and tag. 


Misses Companionship 


Obviously an ordinary day school is 
out of the question for the child, and 
there is no ‘special handicapped’ 
school in the area which she could 
attend. Therefore her education 
depends on a home teacher, which I 
feel is depriving her of much valuable 
experience. Not only is Judy missing 
companionship for games, she is lack- 
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ing a healthy competitive spirit as re- 
gards her school work. 

When her home teacher arrives, 
quite a lot of the precious few hours 
(she comes on Tuesdays and Fridays) 
are spent in sorting out the many 
questions the little girl has accumulated 
in the intervening days. What with 
Judy’s slow speech, often almost an 
hour is taken of the short lesson. 

Poor Judy! No wonder she gets 
rather frustrated, with her mind leap- 
ing ahead, and time and her disability 
constantly pulling her to a halt. Four 
hours schooling a week—no matter 
how helpful the teacher—cannot 
possibly take the place of ‘going to 
school’. 

The experience gained there is by no 
means limited to the academic curricu- 
lum; all the little lessons of discipline, 
of ‘give and take’ between companions, 
of making friendships, and finding a 
place within the group—these are often 
accepted with little realisation of the 
huge effect they have on a child’s 
development. 


Also Judy would benefit if she -re- 
ceived more therapy. (At present she is 
receiving no speech therapy at all). 
Although her mother carefully follows 
the instructions given by the therapist 
at the clinic, it cannot be quite the same 
as treatment given by someone who is 
fully qualified. 

I cannot but feel that her mother’s 
policy though well-meaning is short- 
sighted. Sometime or other her 
daughter will have to meet the outside 
world, and when that time comes she 
will be less ready to meet the diffi- 
culties this entails, both from a 
physical and educational point of view 
and, equally important, emotionally 
and socially. 

At present Judy is growing up with 
no sense of proportion in relation to 
the outside world. She is isolated, and 
can evolve no ‘measuring stick’ for her 
progress or her handicap—And it is 
her mother, ever solicitious and loving, 
who is preventing this. 

What will happen to the little girl 
who will grow up completely depen- 
dent physically and emotionally on her 
mother? The answer is obvious—but I 
do hope her mother will recognise its 
consequence, while there is yet time, to 
give Judy the chance she needs. 


Courtesy The Manchester Guardian 


At Hawksworth Hall, one of the little residents eagerly 
participating in a physiotherapy session. 
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Spastic a National Champion 


The girl with the big smile and the 
big silver cup is 24 year-old Spastic 
Gillian Williams. She is displaying 
both after winning the mile walk in the 
Women’s A.A.A. (Amateur. Athletics 
Association) Championships at the 
White City. She was also awarded a 
gold medal. 


In spite of the long and difficult 
birth, Gillian’s mother did not realise, 
until her little daughter was about two, 
that anything was wrong with her. 
Then her doctor recommended that she 
be taken to Great Ormond Street 
Hospital. It was then that Mrs. 
Williams first heard the word ‘Spastic’. 


Ten Year Therapy 


Although Gillian was on her feet, 
she ran everywhere instead of walking 
as she did not have complete control 
of her legs. She was operated on, and 
stayed in hospital for a period. After 
that came 10 years of attending as an 
outpatient; speech therapy, massage, 
and other treatment which seemed to 
her mother very slow. 


At 54 the doctors thought young 
Gillian could cope with ordinary 
school, for they didn’t want her to feel 
that she was ‘different’? from other 
children. Although there were many 
children at the school, the headmistress 
took a special interest in Gillian, giv- 
ing her individual lessons and teach- 
ing her to write. Even now, although 
she is an excellent typist, Gillian has 
some difficulty with writing. 


Until she was twelve, her schooling 
was interrupted by her 17 mile trips 
to the outpatients clinic. Then it was 
decided by the hospital authorities that 
no further treatment could be given. 
Her mother was very pleased with the 
progress she had made. The only thing 
that disturbed her was that Gillian did 
not mix with the other children. 


Future Planned 


Mr. Williams was abroad for about 
54 years, and Gillian’s mother had 
made the little girl her constant com- 
panion. She realised when her husband 
came home that Gillian was resenting 
the fact that she did not receive un- 
divided attention any more. The 
parents, recognising that her future 
must be planned, arranged for Gillian 
to go to a business college in Ealing. 
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The teachers again co-operated en- 
thusiastically with Gillian’s education, 
and, after a six-year business training, 


Photo: Courtesy Middlesex 
Advertiser and County Gazette. 


Gillian with her cup. 


she started work with a local firm. By 
this time her mother fully recognised 
Gillian’s need for independence, and 
had let her daughter arrange her new 


employment by herself. 


Gillian settled down happily in her 
new job. She was rather surprised when 
the manager, a sports enthusiast, sug- 
gested that she should take up walking 
as a hobby. Gillian laughed when she 
first heard of the idea, but was_ per- 
suaded to join the London Olympiads 
Athletics Club. 


Won First Race 


This was a success right from the 
start. The first time she ever entered 
a race she won it. Her mother said, 
“Tl never forget her face when she 
received a medal. For the first time in 
her life, she had not qnly been as good 
as other girls, she had beaten them. It 
did something to her, and from then 
on—four years ago—she has never 
looked back. She has confidence now 
in herself, and plenty of friends every- 
where.” 

Gillian’s hobby is of great import- 
ance to her. She changed her job to be 
nearer to her club’s training ground, in 
Perivale, where she trains three nights 
a week and on Sundays. In the three 
years she has been “walking”, she has 
won 22 medals for walking and cross- 
country running. These _ include 
Middlesex and Southern Counties 
Women’s Championships. 


Not Satisfied 


This last win at the White City 
makes Gillian a national champion. 
Soon she hopes to represent Great 
Britain in an international walking race. 
Not satisfied with her time of 8 minutes 
8.4 seconds per mile, for the champion- 
ships, Gillian hopes to do it in less 
than 8 minutes next time. 


Needless to say, Gillian’s cup has 
pride of place in the Williams’ home. 
She has come a long way from the days 
when she used to be excused from 
school to be taken by her mother to 
attend the outpatients clinic for treat- 
ment. Her story will surely be an in- 
spiration to other Spastics. 


She Can’t Walk—But She Flies ! 


Spastic Rosemary Dawson Shepherd 
who cannot walk, had no qualms about 
flying alone for a holiday in France. 
Rosemary is a pupil at the Thomas 
Delarue School, and is hoping that 
this vacation will brush up her French 


for the G.C.E. examination. 

Rosemary stayed at the Priory of 
St. Therese, 20 miles from Deauville. 
All the nuns there are physically 
handicapped and devote themselves to 
the care of other disabled people. 
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NORTH REGION NOTES 


MANCHESTER 


The Knutsford Young Farmers 
Club has recently donated £75 to the 
Group. Miss Doris Goostrey, the 
Social Secretary, was mainly respon- 
sible for this function, and others held 
on previous occasions in aid of the 
Group. The Club has also made a 
similar donation to Daresbury Hall. 

The Lord Mayor’s Emergency Fund 
has also contributed to the Group in 
the form of a £50 cheque, while the 
Chairman of the Denton Urban Dist- 
rict Council has donated £10 from his 
Charitable Fund. A further donation 
received by the Group was the pro- 
ceeds from a Fashion Show held by 
Mr. Samuel Cooper of Wilmslow; on 
this occasion—£13 10s. 


CREWE 


Crewe’s annual outing was a most 
successful tour in Wales. After an 
early morning start at 8 o’clock, the 
party lunched at Llandudno. 
Most of the party went by 
steamer to Menai Bridge 
where friends of the Society 
had placed a room at the 
disposal of the visitors. The 
children all received gifts of 
fruit and sweets, and the 
party called later at Bettws- 
y-coed. Tea was a sump- 
tuous affair with special ice 
cream provided by the kind- 
ness of the management. 
There was a ston of an hour 
at Llangollen during the re- 
turn journey. The tired, but 
happy, Crewe explorers ar- 
rived home at about 11.30 
p.m. 


Before their annual two 
weeks holiday, the children 
attending the school at 
Crewe held a breaking-up 
party. Apart from teachers 
and parents, a_ special 
invitation was sent to the 
members of the W.V.S. who 
transport the children to 
school each day. 


These kind ladies brought 
with them a visitor from 
the West Indies who is 
studying Social Science in 
this country. She was most 
impressed with the school, 


Page 18 


and explained that little was being 
done about the Spastic problem in her 
own land. 


LEEDS 


A highlight of the Leeds Group’s 
social diary was a visit for Spastics 
and their parents and friends to Nostel 


from 


Roland Whyte 


North Regional 
Officer 


Priory. This was organised by Mr. 
Clarkson, the party travelling in a 
coach and several cars. In addition to 
seeing over the house, and its many 
treasures, the visitors had tea at the 
Priory. 
Those 


redoubtable ladies — the 


Corinthian Ladies Football Team — 


again exhibited their prowess to aid 
Spastics. They soundly trounced the 
Nomad Ladies by 7 goals to 1, 
watched by a crowd of over 1,000 at 
the Leeds Stadium. Leeds Chairman, 
Mrs. H. M. Borrowdale, welcomed the 
spectators, and the Deputy Lord 
Mayor, Councillor B. Mather, also 
spoke. 


HULL 


Three Spastics from the lst Company 
East Riding Post Rangers holidayed 
at Woodlarks in Surrey. Another 
travelling scout from the area is Ronnie 
Walker, who has been a scouter for 
more than four years, and was the first 
handicapped boy in the East Riding 
to become a Ist Class Scout. He 
travelled down to Dunchurch, near 
Rugby, after being accepted as a mem- 


ber of the London Handicapped 
Scout Camp. 
BOLLINGTON 


The Bollington Carnival, organised 


Ss 


Courtesy ‘Evening Gazette’, 


Blackpool. 
While he is appearing at the Winter Gardens in Blackpool, Bob Monkhouse 

is making many young Spastic friends in the neighbourhood. Here he is at the 
Blackpool and Fylde Group’s garden party held at the home of Mrs. E. Francis. 

Bob officially opened it, and made a point of chatting with John Newsome, 

Paul Charnock and Jennifer Kitching. 
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by the Sports Club, was a great suc- 
cess despite bad weather and the bus 
strike. Features of this carnival were 
a fancy dress procession, a carnival 
queen, decorated vehicles, dancing and 
military bands. The event was opened 
by Mr. E. W. Parkyn, of the Manor 
House, North Rode, who handed a 
cheque of a £176 to the Sports Club. 


URMSTON 


In the 34 years since its inaugura- 
tion, this Group has raised over £2,000, 
and has opened and equipped the treat- 
ment centre in Church-road. Since the 
centre opened in October of last year, 
over 250 individual treatments have 
been given. 

At its Garden Féte at the centre. 
Councillor Mrs. N. Brierley, J.P., 

-Chairman of the Worsley Urban Dist- 
rict Council, urged everyone to spend 
as much as possible to help the treat- 
ment centre. Various attractions were 
well patronised, and the Junior 
Section’s Post Office stall raised over 
£7. Over £40 was raised at this event. 


CUMBERLAND 
WESTMORLAND 
AND FURNESS 


Main attraction at a féte held at 
Naworth Castle was a_ historical 
pageant performed in the courtyard. 
Organised by the Brampton Branch of 
the Cumberland, Westmorland and 
Furness Spastics Society, the féte was 
opened by Lady Carlisle. As a pre- 
caution against the variable weather, 
the stalls, children’s games, and teas, 
were held in the Castle’s Great Hall. 
£197 was raised for Brampton’s funds. 

Over £128 was handed over to the 
Cumberland and Westmorland Spastics 
Society by Mrs. J. Coulhard of 
Dalston. She raised this money at a 
coffee morning. 


Received 
With Thanks 


The Honorary Treasurer and the 
Accountant of the Society wish to 
thank affiliated Groups for forward- 
ing their audited accounts so 
promptly. This co-operation has 
greatly eased the task of preparing 
for publication the Society’s Annual 
Report and Accounts. 
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SOUTH EAST REGION NOTES 


In the June issue of South 
East Region Notes, the telephone 
number of the Regional Office was in- 
correctly given as 20503. Judging by 
the busy line there have not been man 
calls go astray, but the right number 
is TUNBRIDGE WELLS 21980. 

The South East Regional Council 
is going ahead very rapidly with a 
programme of work that, when com- 


from 
Simon Langley 


South East Regional 
Officer 


pleted, should prove of great benefit to 
the Groups in the Region. For instance, 
there is in the printers’ hands right 
now, an Information Chart on “Spas- 
tics and the Responsible Authority 
(National), which will be a great help 
to secretaries of all Groups. 


STANDARDISED CASE 
HISTORIES 


The Council is also aiming to 
standardise the type of “Case History” 
form at present in use in the South 
East Region. The present forms are 
many, and varied, and it will be readily 
seen the advantage of having the neces- 
sary data collected throughout the 
Region on a standardised form. The 
boundaries of the constituent Groups 
are also being examined, with a view 
to ensuring the complete coverage of 
the South East area with our activities, 
and also to make sure that there is no 
overlapping. 

These are but three of the twenty- 
seven points on the programme of 
work, all of which are the results of 
sound discussions by the Regional 
Council. The benefits of regionalisa- 
tion will soon be felt among the Groups 
if this present rate of progress is main- 
tained. 


EAST KENT SPASTICS 
SOCIETY 


The East Kent Spastics Society has 
been voluntary dissolved, as I men- 
tioned a couple of months ago. The 
National Spastics Society is most 
anxious that Spastics in East Kent 
should have all the possible benefits, 


and attention, that is due to them, and 
it is therefore hoped that Groups. 
affiliated to the N.S.S., will now be 
formed by interested people in the 
towns and villages once covered by the 
East Kent Spastics Society. 

There are several such Groups 
already forming within the South East 
Region, and any further offers of help, 
enquiries, etc. will be gratefully re- 
ceived at this office. 


KINGSTON-ON-THAMES 


Following the recent visit made by 
this Group to the Thomas Delarue 
School, Tonbridge, the magnificent sum 
of £1,000 was handed over for the pur- 
pose of levelling the lawns that sur- 
round the school. Those who have had 
contact with Spastic children will 
realise the tremendous benefit that will 
be derived from having the bumrs., 
slopes, etc. removed from these lawns. 

At the Thomas Delarue School there 
will now be safer walking, more games 
to be played, and greater scope for the 
physiotherapists in their work, all due 
to the careful thought behind the King- 
ston Group’s wonderful gift. 


SOUTH WEST SURREY 


There are many varied difficulties 
that arise when a Group has its own 
centre. In an attempt to solve some of 
the problems of the South West Surrey 
Group, a visit was paid by the Group 
Chairman, Hon. Secretary, the National 
Organiser, and myself, to the Surrey 
Council offices at Kingston-on-Thames. 

I feel that this visit was noteworthy, 
if only for the manner in which we 
were received, and for the understand- 
ing that was shown by those who met 
us. At one time, in this country, it was 
not always certain that a delegation, 
such as this, would have been granted 
a hearing. but here, in this instance, we 
were received by the heads of devart- 
ments, and given sound advice, with a 
promise of excellent co-operation to 
come. 


SOUTH EAST SURREY 


At this Group’s A.G.M. president 
Mr. G. H. Hood, drew attention to the 
swimming club started at Reigate 
baths for physically handicapped 
people, and ask for support from all 
members. The Group is proposing to 
help any family needing a holiday to 
stay at the seaside. 
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NATIONAL SPASTICS SOCIETY CENTRES 


NATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CENTRES 


THE THOMAS DELARUE 


SCHOOL 


Dene Park, Tonbridge, Kent. 
Telephone: Tonbridge 3859. 

Principal : 

H. B. Davies Esq., B.Sc. (Econ.) 
Chairman of the Board of Governors: 
Douglas Delarue Esq., J.P. 


Secondary Education for Spastics over 13 


years. 


Accommodation: 45. 


THE CRAIG-Y-PARC SCHOOL 


Pentyrch, Nr. Cardiff. 
Telephone: Pentyrch 397. 


Headmistress : 
Mrs. C. M. Kearslake. 


Chairman of the Management 
Committee: 
Miss M. B. Jowett, M.B.E. 


Primary Education for Spastics between 5 
and 16 years. 


Accommodation: 35. 


THE WILFRED PICKLES SCHOOL 


Tixover Grange, Duddington, 
Nr. Stamford. 

Telephone: Duddington 212. 
Headmaster: 

R. A. Pedder, Esq. 


Chairman of the Management 
Committee: 
Eric Smith, Esq. 
Primary Education for Spastics between 5 
and 16 years. 
Accommodation: 46. 10 Day Pupils. 


IRTON HALL SCHOOL 


Holmrook, Cumberland. 
Telephone: Holmrook 42. 


Principal : 
A. Lubran, Esq., F.R.S.A., M.R.S.T. 


Chairman of the Management 
Committee : 
Dr. T. Dowell. 


Education for Spastics reputed to be below 
average intelligence. 
Accommodation: 45. 


HAWKSWORTH HALL 
Guiseley, Nr. Bradford, Yorks. 


Telephone: Menstone 114. 


Headmistress : 
Miss I. Spink, Dipl.Ed. 
Chairman of the Management 
Committee : 
J. Hicks, Esq. 
Assessment Centre for Spastics. 
Accommodation: 32. 


COOMBE FARM RESIDENTIAL 


CENTRE 


Oaks Road, Croydon, Surrey. 
Telephone: Addiscombe 2310. 


Warden: 
F. W. Bowyer, Esq., M.A. 


Chairman of the Management 
Committee : 
W. Noel-Jordan, Esq. 


Residential Centre for Spastics aged from 
16 to 25 years. 


Accommodation: 33. 


THE “SHERRARDS” TRAINING 
CENTRE 


Digswell Hill, Welwyn, Herts. 
Telephone: Welwyn 2125. 


Principal : 

E. L. Knight, Esq. 

Chairman of the Management 
Committee : 

The Hon. Mrs. David Bowes-Lyon. 


Vocational Training Centre for young 


adult Spastics. 
Accommodation : 25. 


PRESTED HALL 


Feering, Kelvedon, Essex. 
Telephone: Kelvedon 482. 


Warden: 
J. H. Watson, Esq. 
Chairman of the Management 
Committee : 
Miss Mary Ruck, R.R.C. 
Residential Centre for Spastics aged from 
25 to 40 years. 


Accommodation: 31. 


HOLIDAY HOTEL 


The East London Group’s Holiday 
Hotel — Write to: Miss M. Burden, 
Manageress, The Arundel Private 
Hotel, 23, The Leas, Westcliff-on- 
Sea. Telephone: Southend 476351. 


LOCAL CENTRES AND CLINICS 


In close co-operation with Local 
Authorities and/or Hospital Manage- 
ment Committees, the following 
Groups provide or assist special schools 
and/or treatment centres: 


Coventry Portsmouth 

Hull Reading 
Northampton Southend-on-Sea 
Pontefract Swindon 


Working independently, the following 
Groups have set up special schools 
with treatment centres: 


Birkenhead Newcastle 
Bolton Plymouth 


Operating entirely by voluntary con- 
tributions, the foilowing Groups have 
treatment centres with or without 
nursery classes. Some of these Centres 
operate every day, others only part- 
time: 


Bollington and _ Liverpool 
Macclesfield Luton 
Bournemouth Norwich 
Bridgwater Sale 
Brighton South West Middlesex 
Croydon South West Surrey 
Epping Stockport 
Gillingham Swansea 
Grimsby Wycombe and 
Ipswich District 
Urmston York 


The following Groups have, what 
might be termed, special occupation 
centres and, in some cases, treatment 


is available together with speech 
therapy: 

Bristol Leicester 
Cheltenham Southampton 
Crewe 


What might be termed Welfare De- 
partments, mainly designed to assist 
older Spastics, are operated by the 
following : 


North Stafford Huddersfield 
(Stoke) Spastics Society 
Halifax Widnes 


